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Scrub is the name given to vegetation that represents 
the transition from open ground to woodland. The 
word scrub can be used to describe a variety of 
habitats, but generally contains open grassland and 
shrub/tree communities that do not progress to form 
mature canopies due to environmental conditions or 
management input.  

Although areas of scrub are often some of the least 
valuable land for farming, they are often very rich in 
wildlife. Scrub can contain a number of habitats that 
support a variety of species especially invertebrates 
and songbirds. In general scrub management 
objectives should be to create as diverse a habitat as 
possible to increase the range of wildlife that it can 
support.

Management options

Allowing scrub to develop naturally will eventually result in a gradual change from open grassland to woodland. 
This may be appropriate for some areas, but scrub itself is a scarce habitat and is often worth maintaining. 
Active scrub management requires control through mowing or grazing of the area to prevent shrub and tree 
encroachment.

The specific type of scrub management chosen will depend on the objectives of the farm. Scrub can be 
managed in many different ways to provide benefits to different wildlife species - no one management style is 
necessarily better or worse than another. Scrub can either be left to develop naturally or be actively managed 
to create the desired habitat e.g. for game birds. Seek advice from your local FWAG Adviser, on how best to 
manage scrub to suit your farming system and objectives. 

General scrub management to benefit wildlife

? Assess the existing wildlife of your scrub before commencing any management that might adversely 
affect the habitat.

? Aim to create a diverse range of scrub habitats across the farm as a whole. This will help to support as 
wide a range of species as possible.

? Create lots of edge areas with an intimate patchwork of scrub and grass in roughly equal amounts.

? Create areas of scrub with different ages – include regenerated shoots and mature plants. 

? Leave some sheltered areas of bare ground within the scrub. These are important as ‘basking’ areas for 
cold-blooded insects and reptiles.
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? Encourage a variety of grassland species within the scrub – avoid the use of manures or artificial 
fertilisers.

? Leave dead wood in situ as habitat for insects, fungi and lichen. 

? If herbicides are necessary to control pernicious weeds, use weed wipers or spot treatment.

? On archaeological features, careful mowing may be required to keep scrub under control.

Mowing scrub

Mowing is an effective way of controlling scrub and stopping excessive shrub growth. Try to create a variety of 
grassland sward heights across the area of scrub. Tall grasses attract butterflies and small mammals. Shorter 
swards benefit game birds.

? Cut areas in rotation so that a variety of different sward heights are present at any one time.

? Cut the grass as late in the season as possible to allow the grasses and flowers to set seed. Leave some 
areas un-cut altogether. 

? Never cut during the breeding season (April to July) to avoid disturbance to nesting birds.

? When cutting shrubs, aim to cut during winter and use a rotational cutting policy to leave as many 
berries as possible to provide food for wildlife. 

Grazing scrub

Grazing sheep and/or cattle offers an alternative to 
mowing.

? Keep some areas of long grass by fencing-off 
key areas.

? Remove grazing livestock during very wet 
periods to avoid poaching damage.

? Where supplementary feeding is necessary, 
move the feeding points frequently to avoid 
poaching and localised soil enrichment.

? Adjust grazing patterns and stocking rates to 
allow flowers to set seed and avoid disturbing 
nesting birds. 

Cross Compliance
Agricultural land that is eligible for the Single Payment Scheme (SPS) may become ineligible if thick scrub is 
allowed to develop as it must remain in a condition that could readily return to production by the next growing 
season. On fallow agricultural land you must cut or graze the whole area at least once every 5 years unless 
management practices required by SSSI, Scheduled Monuments, Set-aside or Agri-environment scheme rules 
indicate otherwise. Seek advice before allowing scrub to develop on SPS eligible land.

Further Information
For further information including possible grant aid contact your local FWAG Adviser and visit the FWAG 
website at www.fwag.org.uk
The Scrub Management Handbook available at www.fact-group.org

Aim to create variety in the sward height by 
controlled mowing or grazing of the scrub area
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Many farms have wetland, and even small areas 
provide valuable habitat for many plant and animal 
species.  Wet grassland – grassland that is periodically 
flooded or waterlogged by fresh water - includes a 
wide range of wetland types. In the past many wetland 
areas were drained to improve agricultural production 
and as a result the area of wetland has reduced. 
Remaining areas should be conserved wherever 
possible as they support a wide range of interesting 
and often rare species. 

Wet grassland can be managed in different ways to 
benefit particular species. Take advice from your local 
FWAG Adviser about which species are already 
present in your wet grassland and which species it has 
the potential to support. 

Benefits to wildlife of wet grassland

Wet grassland provides:

? Habitat to support a wide range of wildlife – mammals, birds, invertebrates and amphibians.

? The site for many uncommon plant species.

Management to benefit wildlife

Every wet grassland area is different. Manage the area to suit your farming system, the wildlife present, and the 
potential for attracting other species. In general aim to create a diverse habitat of wetland areas across the farm 
as a whole.

? Don’t alter the water table – either flooding or 
draining – without advice.

? Aim for a mosaic of flooded and un-flooded 
areas.

? Wet grassland needs management through 
grazing or mowing to avoid regression to scrub 
or woodland.

? Aim to create a variety of grass heights and tufts 
and tussocky areas for ground nesting birds and 

mammals.

? In general keep to traditional mowing or grazing 
techniques.
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Wet grassland can contain a variety of plant 
species, many of which are rare throughout the 

country.

Some poaching of wet grassland creates different 
habitat and can be beneficial to some wildlife.




















